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one of the most capable among public workers. He is not a man
to be easily carried away. When, therefore, he gives an opinion
upon anything, it immediately arrests my attention. Making due
allowance for the colouring of his judgement by reason of his pro-
Government attitude, I am unable to dismiss his report of the
Ghauri Ghaura tragedy as unworthy of consideration. Nor is it
possible to ignore letters received from zemindars and others in-
forming me of the violent temperament and ignorant lawlessness
in the United Provinces. I have before me the Bareilly report
signed by the Congress Secretary. Whilst the authorities behaved
like madmen and forgot themselves in their fit of anger, we are
not, if that report is to be believed, without fault. The volunteer
procession was not a civil demonstration. It was insisted upon
in spite of a sharp division of opinion in our own ranks. Though
the crowds that gathered were not violent, the spirit of the de-
monstration was undoubtedly violent.. It was an impotent show
of force wholly unnecessary for our purpose and hardly a prelude
to civil disobedience. That the authorities could have handled
the procession in a better spirit, that they ought not to have inter-
fered with the swaraj flag, that they ought not to have objected to
the use of the Town Hall, which was town property, as Congress
ofiBces in view of the fact that it had been so used for some months
with the permission of the Town Council, is all very true. But
we have ceased to give credit to the authorities for common or
reasonable sense. On the contrary, we have set ourselves against
them because we expect nothing but unreason and violence from
them, and knowing that the authorities would act no better than
they did, we should have refrained from all the previous irritating
demonstrations. That the U.P. Government are making a moun-
tain out of a mole-hill, that they are discounting their own provo-
cation and the provocation given by the murdered men at Chauri
Chaura is nothing new. All that I am concerned with is that it
is not possible for us to claim that we have given them no handle
whatsoever. It is therefore as a penance that civil disobedience has
been suspended. But if the atmosphere clears up, the people
realize the full value of the adjective e'civil" and become in reality
non-violent both in spirit and in deed, and if I find that the
Government still do not yield to the people's will, I shall certainly
be the first person to advocate individual or mass civil disobedience
as the case may be. There is no escape from that duty without
the people wishing to surrender their birthright.
I doubt the sincerity of Englishmen who are born fighters when
they declaim against civil disobedience as if it was a diabolical